
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



L'MTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEKCK 
United Statt^a Pat«Mit and Trndt'iiiark Offirti 
AJdress COMMI^'SICjNI^R <.F PATHNT.S AND IKACHMARK.-i 

?(} Hux lA'-Q 

Alexi^idr.a, Vuginia ::M ^ 1 4«'C 



1 APri.IC AI ION NO. 


FILING UATL 


FIRST NAMED INVEN I Ok 


ATlOkNEY IKK KI:T NO. 


CONIIkMAlIONNO. 1 


10/():8,9S7 




05/01/2002 


Jamio Luusuii 


2542-00034 


3026 


2675 7590 


()6/()4/2()()3 









ANDRUS, SCEALES, STARKE & SAWALL, LLP 
100 EAST WISCONSIN AVENUE, SUITE 1 100 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53202 



EXAMINER 



KIKNADZI:, lRAKJ_i 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2KS2 

DATE MAILED: 06/04/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this appHcation or proceeding. 



PTO-90r (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/018.987 



Examiner 

Iraki! Kiknadze 



Applicant(s) 

LUUSUA ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2882 




- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 1 36(a) In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C § 1 33) 

- Any repiy received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b) 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 March 2003 . 
2a)H This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in conidition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

dosed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) n Claim(s) 2-4 and 6-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) 2-4,6 and 7 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 8-10 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) \Z\ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 , 85(a). 

11) Q The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)KlAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 



1 ) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No{s) 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 



U S Patent and Trademark Qff.ce 

PTO-326 (Rev 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 9 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. In response to the Office Action of November 29, 2002 the Amendment has 
been received on March 5, 2003. 

Claims 1 and 5 have been canceled. 
Claims 2-4 and 6 have been amended. 
Claims 7-10 have been newly added. 



2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of 
the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 

that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Galando et al. (US Patent 6,374,937 B1). 

With respect to claims 8, Galando discloses a mobile X-ray apparatus (12)(Fig.1) 
comprising: a carriage (44 and 42) having at least one pair of independently driven 
driving v\/heels (48 and 50); motor means (54 and 66) for driving the driving wheels (48 
and 50); a driving handle (174) movably mounted on the carriage; control means (170) 
responsive to the movement of the driving handle (174) for controlling the operation of 
the motor means to steer the carriage in a desired direction; release means coupled to 
the driving handle and to the motor means by which the motor means can be released 
from a driving coupling with the driving wheels by movement of the driving handle (170), 
allowing the wheels (48 and 50) to rotate freely and thus enable manual movement of 
the carriage and for causing braking of the carriage, when the carriage is moved 
manually, by a further movement of the driving handle (column 17; line 24 - column 19; 
line 21). 
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With respect to claims 9 and 10, Galando discloses the driving handle (170) has 
a range of motion for controlling the operation of the motor means, the release means 
and means for automatically positioning the driving handle in a center position when the 
grip on the driving handle is released (column 26; lines 7-43). 



5. Claims 2-4, 6 and 7 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 2-4, 6 and 7 are allowed because prior art fails to disclose or make 

obvious a mobile X-ray apparatus comprising: a carriage having at least one pair of 
independently driven driving wheels; a driving handle comprising a pair of spaced side 
bars rotatably coupled to the carriage along an axis of rotation and a cross bar movable 
with the side bars, cross bar being coupled to and extending between the side bars in 
an articulated manner to allow turning movement of the respective side bars to different 
extents and in different directions about the axis; and controlling the motor means 
responsive to the electrical signals to steer the carriage in a desired direction. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Warden et al. (US Patent 5,081,662); Hanover et al. (US Patent 
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6,104,780) and Maschke (US Patent 5,835,558) disclose mobile X-ray exposure 
apparatus. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1 .136(a). A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is 
not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then 
the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date 
of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Irakli Kiknadze whose telephone number is (703) 
305-6464. The examiner can normally be reached on M~F(8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3492. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7722 for 
regular communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 



Irakli Kiknadze 
May 19, 2003 



